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Introduction 


Kerala is referred in historical terms as Keralam, is a state in the South-West region of India on the Malabar coast. 
It is a place where you get to see Lush green fields, flowing rivers facilitating fertility of land, white sandy beaches 
with blue waters kissing the sand, backwaters and houseboats that sail on them. The culture of Kerala is a syn- 
thesis of Aryan and Dravidian culture. 


The famous Mat weaving, Bamboo Mat painting, basket making, wooden furniture making, pottery, leather 
works, handloom, are the important handicrafts of Thrisuur which is known as Trichur, is a city in the Kerala state 
of India. This place is a revenue district of Kerala. The district is famous for its ancient temples, churches, and 
mosques. 


lrinjalakuda is a town in Thrissur district, the name Thrissur is derived from ‘Thiru-Shiva-Perur’ which means 
“The city with the name of the Lord Siva”. Thrissur was also known as “Vrishabhadripuram”, with its rich history, 
cultural heritage & archaeological wealth, is called as cultural capital of kerala. Irinjalakuda is well known for its 
bamboo mat painting work. 


For the lover of Art and Crafts, Kerala is truly heaven. Its centuries old crafts have enthralled millions of visitors 
till date. The most prominent among the arts and crafts of this scenic land are Painting and Handicraft. 


The few famous painting and handicrafts of kerala are: 
¢ Paintings: The beautiful paintings of Raja Ravi Verma. 


¢ Handicrafts: Handicrafts in Kerala range from exquisitely woven silk sarees to brass and metal works to wall 
hangings, coconut shell products to gold and silver jewellery. 


¢ Brass and Metal works: Bell metal, which is an alloy of tin, copper and brass, is moulded into several shapes and 
sizes to create figures that depict mythological events. 


¢ Coir and Cane Products: The cottage industry of Kerala boasts of manufacturing of coir products. 


¢ Sandalwood Carving: The districts of Cochin, Trichur, Tiruvananthapuram and Ernakulam are particularly fa- 
mous for articles made of sandalwood, which is fragrant wood. 


¢ Kerala Sarees: Kanchipuram silk sarees from the state of Kerala have not only found patronage in our country 
but have also gained popularity abroad. 
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Bamboo mat weaving 

Bamboo is a group of Woody perennial grasses in the true grass family poaceae,which is a large family with over 
10,000 species. There are many different opinions on how many species of bamboo that there are. Some say 
there are approximately 1000 species of bamboo, while others say there are more than 1600 species. 


Twenty-two species of bamboo and two varieties belonging to six genera are recorded as native of Kerala. These 
include genera such as bambusa, Dendrocalamus, Pseudoxytenanthera, Schizostanchyum, Sinarundinaria and 
Ochlandra. Kerala has around 11 types of thin walled bamboos called reeds (Ochlandra genera), which are gener- 
ally used mainly for weaving purposes by the traditional artisans. Bamboo mats woven from reeds is very popular 
in the state. lrinjalakuda is very famous for its bamboo mat painting. Deepthi Handicrafts which is about 15 years 
old industry in Mapranam, Irinjalakuda is one of the industries who are specialized in mat weaving and mat paint- 
ing. The bamboo culms which are required for making bamboo mats are imported from Thrissur. These bamboo 
paintings are exported to Ernakulam. Deepthi handicrafts is about 15 years old industry with 6 staff working in 
the process of mat weaving and mat painting. 


Group of artists who works on bamboo mat weaving and painting. 
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The working place of artists - Deepthi Handicrafts. Artisan focusing on minute details of the painting. 
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Beautiful bamboo painting of a good-looking girl in 
traditional attire. 


Handloom for bamboo mat weaving. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


Tools and Raw materials used for bamboo mat weaving and painting: 


¢ Bamboo Culm: It is cut in to strips and used to make mats. 


¢ Chemical Agent (copper sulphate crystal): It is used as a preservative to protect silvers from cracking and to 


increase the resistance. 

¢ Big Knife: Used for slice the bamboo culms. 

¢ Blade: Used to cut the thread. 

¢ Small Knife: Used to cut extra bamboo sticks during making process. 

¢ Hacksaw: Used to cut the bamboo culms. 

¢ Fire Spray Gun: Used to remove the extras from bamboo mat. 

¢ Scissors: Used for cutting thread. 

¢ Thread: Used for weaving the mat. 

* Hot Press Machine: It is used for weaving the bamboo Mat. 

¢ Bamboo Mat Weaving Machine: Used to weave bamboo mat. 

Stove: To burn the excess waste from mat after weaving. 

¢ Manual Weighing Scale: Used to weigh the bamboo strips once it is sliced. 
¢ Water Tank: To soak bamboo culms. 

¢ Bamboo Mat: It is used by artisan as canvas to create bamboo mat painting. 


¢ Asian Enamel Paint: Used to paint on bamboo mat. 
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Painting brushes - different sizes of painting brushes are used for bamboo painting. 
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Hacksaw blade - to cut the bamboo sticks to get 
required length. 


Bamboo sticks - the basic raw material for bamboo 
painting. 
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Customized measuring table - used to measure and 
to cut the bamboo sticks according to the sizes. 


Kerosene - used to wash the paintbrush. 
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Scissor - to remove the unwanted threads. Knife - used to cut the bamboo sticks. 
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Thin bamboo sticks - for bamboo mat weaving. Cotton thread - for traditional handloom for bamboo 


mat weaving. 


E Sua 2 = 731: 
Traditional Handloom - for bamboo mat weaving. 


Copper sulphate crystals - to give a long life for bamboo 
sticks by soaking in copper sulphate solution. 
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Enamel Paints - used to paint on bamboo mat. 
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Making Process 


Crafts man chooses the bamboo culms for making mat and Bamboo culms will be accurately measured with the 
manually made measuring scale and it will be cut in to the required measurement. After cutting the bamboos 
to required size it is soaked in a pool full of water adding copper sulphate crystal, which is locally in Irinjalakuda 
known as thurish. 


It is one common and simple method of preserving bamboo. Soaking makes the culms more subtle and increases 
their resistance to cracking. After the soaking process is completed, bamboo culms will be sliced equally to make 
a bamboo strips which will be later used by the crafts man for weaving the bamboo mat. After slicing the bam- 
boo culms, strips are allowed to dry in a shaded area. It is important to remember that the bamboo may crack if 
the drying process is too rapid. So protect the culms from heat and direct sunshine while they are drying. 


Once it is dry, bamboo strips are weaved in to the particular sizes. Once weighed the bamboo strips are woven 
using bamboo weaving machine to make bamboo mats, they weave mats in different sizes, i.e. 11 x 18”, 15 x 24” 
and 30 x 60” and the excess waste is removed from the mat using burner. 


Mat Weaving: 

The town of Irinjalakuda is the leading center for bamboo mat paintings. As bamboo grows abundantly in Kerala 
since pre-historic times, the arts of bamboo mats is state’s heritage. Mats are woven from bamboo silvers. The 
weaving is done manually, mostly by women in rural areas as a part time earning to supplement family income. 
The dried silvers are manually woven in to different sizes. 


Bamboo Mat painting plays an important part of major industries like Deepthi Handicrafts in Irinjalakuda of Ker- 
ala state. Bamboo Mat painting is one of the major craft that requires more concentration and devotion as well 
as an artistic mind for the craft person. 


Most of the paintings are based on religious images, rework of raja Ravi Verma’s paintings, and Landscape paint- 
ings. Bamboo mat paintings are made in 3 different sizes painted with attractive colours. The crafts person 
initially make mat of required size which will be used by the artisan as canvas, and sketches on the mat, once the 
painting is done it is completed by framing it with reed frames at the bottom and hanging thread at the top. 
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Flow Chart: 


01 02 


Bamboo culms will be 
accurately measured with the 
manually made measuring scale 
and it will be cut in to the required 
measurement 


03 


Soak Bamboo culms in a 
pool full water using 
copper sulphate crystal 


Raw Bamboo culms 


04 


bamboo culms will be 
sliced equally to make 
a bamboo strips 


05 


strips are allowed to 


Bamboo Mat Painting dry in a shaded area 


06 07 


08 


sketch is made on 
bamboo mat and crafts man 
starts painting over the mat 
and finish with bamboo reed 
frames at bottom and top 
with the tag 


bamboo culms will be 
sliced equally to make 
a bamboo strips 


Once it is dry, bamboo strips 
are weaved in to the 
particular sizes 
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Measuring a bamboo stick by using customized measuring table. 
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i _ Ea 
Slitting bamboo sticks using customized cutting tool. | Soaked and Slit bamboo sticks leaning on the corner of 
the wall. 
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h the bamboo mat weaving. 


Placing a thin bamboo stick between the weaving 
threads. 


Drying the soaked thin bamboo sticks in sunlight. 
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Artisan working with Traditional handloom for Display of weaved bamboo mats with 
bamboo mat weaving. 


nt sizes. 
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Artisan fixing the bamboo mat to start painting. 


20 


Artisan starting with the rough sketch on bamboo mat 
for the painting. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - wv 


21 


Design Resource 
Bamboo Mat Painting - 
Thrissur, Kerala 


Handicrafts of Thrissur 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and 
Manasa K. H. 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 


http://www.dsource.in/resource/bamboo-mat-paint- Basic coating is done on the bamboo mat. 
ing-thrissur-kerala/making-process 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Video 

6. Contact Details 


Highlighting the background to give the sunset Giving depth to the painting according to the design. 
effect. 
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Artisan using different brushes for detailing. 


Artisan painting a coconut tree which reminds Kerala. 
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Painting of boat sailing portrays the cultural activity of Kerala. 
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Artisan concentrating on the detailing part of the 
painting. 


The beautiful bamboo painting which describes the 
nature. 
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Products 


Bamboo mat painting craftsman depicts religious images, images of the birds and animals, lady dressed in 
traditional attire, rework of raja Ravi Verma, and landscape paintings. Much of these are highlighted with bright 
colours to give a natural look. The artists design all these paintings in different sizes, beautifully presented in 
appealing bamboo reed frame at the bottom and with the hanging at the top. 


Beautiful oil painting of a lady playing the Veena The oil painting, which portrays one of the Raja Ravi 
(musical instrument). Varma paintings - Hamsa Damayanthi. 
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Se 
Artisan captured the beauty of nature in his painting. A lady-playing Sitar, which recalls Raja Ravi Varma 
painting - Kadambari. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dso 


Design Resource 
Bamboo Mat Painting - 
Thrissur, Kerala 


Handicrafts of Thrissur 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and 
Manasa K. H. 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/bamboo-mat-paint- 
ing-thrissur-kerala/products 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Video 

6. Contact Details 


Artisan does a great job on bamboo mat which shows the ethnic wear of Kerala. 
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Video 


Bamboo Mat Painting - Thrissur, Kerala 


Bamboo Mat Painting 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, 
Divyadarshan C. S. and Manasa K. H. at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Key Contacts: 

Deepthi Handicrafts 
Thrissur 

Kerala 

Land Phone: 0488 2820041 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


